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Calendar of Events

Columbarium is CLOSED until further notice
Please check our website at https://www.wahiawashinbuddhists.org/ for temple and columbarium
reopening dates
June
11 Thurs 10:00 - 10:30 WHM Food Drive for Wahiawa donation drop off (See below for more information)
22-26 Mon-Fri 46th Annual Summer Study Session ONLINE (See page 2 for more information)
25 Thurs 10:00 - 10:30 WHM Food Drive for Wahiawa donation drop off (See below for more information)
27 Sat State Jr. YBA Convention ONLINE
July
05 Sun 9:00am Sunday Service (tentative)
12 Sun 9:00am Sunday Service (tentative)
19 Sun 9:00am Sunday Service (tentative)
19 Sun 11:00am WHM Board Meeting (tentative online)
25 Sat 10:00am Ethnic Side Dishes Class (tentative)
When services and columbarium visits resume,
26 Sun 9:00am Sunday Service (tentative)
everyone will be required to wear a face mask
and practice social distancing.

Ohigan, Hanamatsuri and Gotan-E donations
Due to the COVID-19 isolation, we haven’t been able to provide face to
face access to the temple and to many of our important services. We regret that
this will continue to be a reality in the near term as well. Instead, we have been
doing remote services and have placed access to these on our website at:
www.wahiawashinbuddhists.org.
Supporting our temple to sustain our legacy still remains a top priority. We
have enclosed an envelope to cover donations for the following services:
Ohigan (3/29/2020), Hanamatsuri (4/26/2020), Gotan-E (5/24/2020).
Thank you so much for your consideration and support.

Jun 11 & 25 10:00a - 10:30a
Pleas help our Wahiaw communit !

Please donate non-perishable food and/or monetary donations. All donations will
be taken to the St. Stephen's Food Pantry in Wahiawa. Drive up to the WHM
social hall, stay in your car and let the volunteer know where to retrieve your donation from (trunk, back seat,
etc.). Thank you!!! Please make checks out to: St. Stephen's Food Pantry

Minister’s Message
I would like to share the article written by Mr. Takahisa Kanai.
“Although I forget about the Buddha from time to time, the Buddha never forgets about
me”
This quote shows how we are all the time, buried in the secular world. When I listen to
the Buddhist teaching, I feel that I am in the midst of the teaching, but when I return to the
reality of everyday life, the teaching seems to go somewhere.
Simply said, there is a dualistic type of thinking that Buddhist teaching is the Buddhist
teaching and everyday life is everyday life. A person who had come to a temple said, “ I
like coming to the temple. It feels to me like it cleans my mind and heart. But when I return to the routine of
my everyday life, I once again become brutal and mean.” The reason for this thought that people are going to
the temple to hear the teaching is a place to escape from their lives.
I believe that there are many people who feel this way, that the Buddhist teaching is for things involving
the teaching only and everyday life is for things involving everyday life only. So they adeptly decide and
divide everything in this manner. I feel that no matter how much I would hear the Buddha’s teaching, if I
were to listen in this manner, it would never become the reliable foundation upon which I could base my life.
An acquaintance of mine who had resided in the United States for a long period and graduated from an
American university taught me the term “Nightstand Buddhist.” This refers to people who maintain an
occupation in society during the day, then in the bed at night read the Buddhist scriptures. When the morning
comes again, they return to the harsh conditions of their workplace. It is a term that really makes you think.
No matter where I may be, I am who I am. Even when I am at work or listening to the Buddhis teaching, I
am who I am. I am not someone else. No matter where I may be, I myself want to encounter the Truth
teaching that penetrates my being.
When I read this article, I remember that Shinran Shonin’s poem;
“When we say Namo-Amida-Butsu, the earth-goddess called firmness reveres and protect us constantly, day
and night, accompanying us always just as shadows do things”
The Amida Buddha is always with me no matter how I change. That is why I can feel the Buddha when I
relook at the Buddha.
In Gassho.

Reverend Kojun Hashimoto

“Interlinked: Understanding the Origins and Evolution of American Buddhism”
The Buddhist Study Center will offer its 46th Annual Summer Study Session as a free
online class series on June 22-26, 2020 from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. (HST) featuring the
noted scholar, Rev. Dr. Duncan Ryuken Williams, author of American Sutra, a
ground-breaking book published in 2019.
The study class series will cover the Foundations of American Buddhism, Buddhism in
Hawaii during World War II, Religious Freedom and Buddhism during World War II,
American Buddhism and Ecology, and Buddhist Social Engagement in a series of five
two-hour lectures over five nights.
The study class series will be available online through a link available at the Buddhist Study Center
website, http://bschawaii.org. Pre-registration is not required and the lectures are free and open to the public.
Donations to the Buddhist Study Center are gratefully accepted in the spirit in which they are given.
Detailed information and the full syllabus are available at http://bschawaii.org. For more information,
please call the Buddhist Study Center at (808) 973-6555.

President’s Report- May 2020
The month of May provided some businesses the opportunity for a “soft opening” and
everyone to practice “Safer At Home” rather than “Stay at Home". The “Safer at Home”
directive continues to the end of June. In seven weeks, Hawaii and the rest of the world has
truly transformed to a different standard of behavior.
The Honpa Hongwanji community continues to adapt and provide a very positive
transformation. The following are some highlights during the past few weeks:
● Go to: www.wahiawashinbuddhists.org for quick access to websites.
● Our website has the connection to Honpa HQ Alerts and updates. It also has places where you can
enjoy the weekly services from a number of locations around the state and the country. For example,
Reverend Kerry Kiyohara from Makawao Hongwanji has a weekly service that also includes a very
effective Dharma story time for children.
● Weekly streaming of Sundays services from the Ministers Association as well as many temples.
Reverend Hashimoto continues to exemplify his strength of chanting the sutra very clearly and
movingly. (https://www.youtube.com/honpahongwanjimissionofhawaii)
● Special video broadcasts like the weekly tribute (Wednesdays) to “Honor our Healthcare Treasures
and Essential Workers.”
● Summer Session with Dr. Duncan Williams, author of “American Sutra” will be live streamed via
Youtube on June 22-26.
● Derrick Inouye, Business Manager, at Honpa HQ negotiated and obtained 8 weeks of help in salaries
and expenses via Small Business Administration (SBA) and Paycheck Protection Program (PPP)
federal loans/grants. This is a significant help for us where revenues from Obon and fundraisers have
been stopped.
● Many discussion groups and board meetings are now all done online. It is very effective and much
more organized, saving time and the expense of travel.
● Baccalaureate and Graduation festivities have been cancelled. Despite this, we celebrated with
drive-by congratulations to Shoshi Hashimoto, Cy Acohido, and Katie Shimaura. The very best
wishes and CONGRATULATIONS to all our graduates!!
● Our thanks to all those individuals who are helping each other in this critical time. BWA ladies across
the state made and donated over 2000 protective facemasks. People are helping each other throughout
the community by just calling, sharing humor, delivering meals, and helping with shopping.
● We have implemented communicating with email to over 120 people. We are in the process of
updating our database to increase our reach. With just under 300 members, we are still challenged to
keep people informed of the latest status of everything.
● Despite so many cancellations of services, we appreciate your contributions to our major events like
Hanamatsuri, Mother’s Day, GotanE, O-Higan, Obon, food drives, etc. Your donations are critical to
maintaining our temple.
Adapting to this new environment has promoted more involvement and caring despite having to stay isolated.
It will be recognized and remembered as we continue to live our lives in “oneness.” Brief interactions are
truly valued. Moments taken for granted in the past, are now appreciated. It is a precious time of “pause”
and reflection. It is as though Nature is saying, “Wake up!” Please let us know your ideas on how we can
better serve you and the community. Namo Amida Butsu!
In gassho,

Rodney S. Moriyama, President

Congratulations to our Graduates!
WHM celebrates its graduates with drive by congratulations!

Cy Acohido
from Leilehua
High School

Shoshi Hashimoto
from Pacific Buddhist
Academy

Katie
Shimaura from

Mililani High School

THANK YOU, DIANE KAWASHIMA! . . . Mahalo for the many years of service and
dedication on the WHM Newsletter Team. We would not have been able to do it without you!
For those countless hours burning the midnight candle, the sleepless nights trying to meet
deadlines, your patience, knowledge and expertise, indeed you will be missed! And now as
you move on to your new role as "Full-time Grandma," we wish you all the very best that life has to offer!

