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Michael  Endo,  Bishop  Umezo’s  
assistant,  was  kind  enough  to  take  
me  for  a  tour  of  the  Buddhist  
Churches  of  America  (BCA)  head-
quarters  in  San  Francisco  and  a  
number  of  temples  in  the  Bay  Area  
during  the  National  Council  Meet-
ing  of  the  BCA  in  San  Mateo,  CA  
on  March  2,  2013.    Pieper  Toyama  
and  I  were  selected  to  represent  
Hawaii  Kyodan,  and  his  wife,  
Lois,  also  came.    Pieper  had  been  
to  these  places  before  so  he  stayed  
back  to  hear  the  resolutions  and  
proposals  of  the  meeting  during  
the  second  day  of  proceedings. 
I  lived  in  San  Franciso  for  awhile  
so  I  was  surprised  to  hear  that  
there  was  a  large  Buddhist  
temple  in  San  Franciso  as  well  
as  the  national  headquarters  
for  BCA.    When  we  arrived,  I  
understood  why.    I  couldn’t  
tell  that  there  was  any  kind  of  
temple  there  other  than  the  
sign  outside.    It  was  just  an-
other  building  in  the  city. 
The  temple  is  beautiful  inside  
and  the  headquarters  section  
felt  like  being  in  Japan  again.    
What  was  really  special  was  
that  there  were  actually  the  
holy  relics  of  Shakyamuni  
Buddha,  and  his  disciples,  Shariputra  and                              
Mahamaudgalyayana  (upon  whom  the  Obon  tradition  
is  based)  housed  there.    The  relics  are  actual  bone  
fragments,  each  about  the  size  of  a  grain  of  rice.    
WOW!    Are  you  kidding  me?    These  guys  were  not  
just            legends!    They  were  people  who  existed      
twenty-six  hundred  years  ago!! 
 
These  relics  were  given  to  the  BCA  in  1935  as  a  gift  
from  the  King  of  Siam.  The  Rooftop  Stupa        

(Busshari  Hoto  –  �6�D�F�U�H�G���7�R�Z�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���+�R�O�\���5�H�O�L�F�V)  
was  built  to  house  the  relics…the  
only  ones  in  the  western  world!    I  
don’t  know  what  I  was  expecting  
but  I  didn’t  get  any  burst  of  ener-
gy  or  shock  of  light  or  something  
magical  from  the  visit…just  a  
quiet  reverence  that  this  was        
really  a  holy  place! 
 
So  how  is  it  that  not  too  many  
people  know  about  it?    It  could  be  
that  it  is  on  the  rooftop  and  may  
be  dangerous  for  the  general    
public  to  be  there.    There  was    
also  an  incident  of  vandalism  
when  some  teenagers  put  a  hose  
through  some  slits  and  tried  to  
flood  it  one  evening.  It  was  a  
moving  experience  and  I  hope  
that  many  of  you  get  the  chance  
to  see  it.     

 
Next  time,  I’ll  share  some-
thing  about  the  dazzling        
experience  I  had  visiting  the  
Jodo  Shinshu  Center  in  
Berkeley. 
 
In  Gassho,    Rod  Moriyama 
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In  Gassho 
 
 

Glenn  Hamamura 
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�D�G�G�U�H�V�V���W�R���:�+�0���R�I�I�L�F�H���R�U���H�P�D�L�O���D�W��
�Q�H�Z�V�#�Z�D�K�L�D�Z�D�K�R�Q�J�Z�D�Q�M�L���R�U�J��   

�5�R�\���+�L�J�D�����(�G�L�W�R�U!
 

�3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�·�V���0�H�V�V�D�J�H 
Glenn Hamamura 

                                                    As  we  enter  May,  we  will  be  starting  our  major  capital                                
      improvement  project  for  the  year  –  the  repair  and  reroofing  of  
      the  school  classrooms  and  the  social  hall.    This  will  be  a  very  
large  project,  and  our  plan  is  to  have  it  completed  during  the  summer.    In      
previous  years,  we  have  upgraded  our  kitchen  (it  is  now  a  certified  kitchen)  
and  the  minister’s  residence  last  year,  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  Hashimoto’s.    
The  temple  Naijin  was  the  focus  of  the  2006  to  2008  timeframe.    Because  of  
the  size  of  our  campus,  a   great  deal  of  our  board  
time  is  spent  on                           discussing,  prioritiz-
ing,  and  implementing   maintenance  projects  
to  maintain  the  property.     Our  philosophy  is  that  
it  is  the  responsibility  of   this  generation  of    
leaders  to  ensure  that  the   temple  can  continue  its  
mission  in  the  Wahiawa   community,  and          
support  our  members  into   the  next  generation.    
We  are  extremely                   fortunate  to  have        
volunteers  with  the  skills   to  manage  and  support  
these  efforts.     
 
As  I  previously  discussed  in  this  column,  we  will  be  initiating  a  capital          
campaign  to  raise  funds  to  support  these  improvement  efforts.    The  size  of  the  
projects  require  that  we  find  ways  to  finance  these  efforts.    The  campaign  will  
start  this  year,  and  span  several  years,  similar  to  our  Centennial  campaign  that  
we  ran  from  2004  to  2007.     
 
Next  month,  June,  are  our  Obon  activities.    I  hope  that  you  can  find  time  to  
support  the  activities,  which  include  volunteer  help  to  setup  the  Yagura,  take  
it  down,  and  work  at  the  Bon  dance  booths.    And  of  course,  come  and  enjoy  
the  dancing  and  festivities.    We  are  also  creating  a  unique  ‘Wahiawa  
Hongwanji’  Bon  Dance  towel  and  Happi  Coat  that  will  feature  a  design  based  
on  a  painting  done  by  one  of  our  members.     
 
Over  the  past  few  months,  several  members  of  the  temple  have  passed  away.    
These  individuals  were  our  leaders  from  the  1980’s  in  the  2000’s.    Many  of  us  
learned  Buddhist  attitudes  and  values  from  them,  as  they  lived  the  Dharma  in  
their  daily  interactions  at  the  temple.    In  this  newsletter,  I  would  like  to  
acknowledge  the  great  contributions  of  Mrs.  Evelyn  Komori,  who  I  worked  
with  over  the  past  10  years  in  support  of  the  temple.    Her  positive,  energetic,  
compassionate,  and  articulate  Buddhist  view  of  life  are  strong  memories  for  
me,  and  our  temple  is  much  better  because  of  all  her  work  done  here.     

 
                        Let’s  have  a  great  May,  it  is  up  to  us          
 (Buddhist      self-responsibility).     
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Buddhist Thoughts 

�$�Q���(�P�S�W�\���%�R�D�W 
 

Yesterday  I  had  lunch  with  a  very  good,  high  school  
friend  of  mine,  Bruno.    As  we  ended  our  lunch,  Bruno  
said:    “I’m  trying  to  live  my  life  like  an  empty  boat.” 
 
When  I  asked  him  what  was  meant  by  that,  he  said  
that  humans  have  a  way  of  making  things  more            
difficult  in  life.    Imagine  two  boats  adrift.    Each  boat  
has  a  person  on  it  with  actually  no  control  over  the  
direction  the  boat  is  headed.    Immediately  both  riders  
are          concerned  about  the  other  rider  and  are  shouting  
any  number  of  things  trying  to  get  the  other  person  to  
get  out  of  the  way.    There  is  a  lot  of  consternation  
over  a  situation  that  neither  has  control. 
 
Imagine  now  two  boats.    One  boat  has  a  person,  the  
other  boat  is  empty.    Both  situations  are  exactly  the  
same  but  NO  CONFLICT.    Both  boats  are  adrift  and  
yet  peace  and  silence  prevail.    What  is  it  about  being  
human  that  causes  this  kind  of  discord? 
 
Reverend  Gyomay  M.  Kubose  in  “Everyday                
Suchness”  says:   
 

�³�)�O�R�Z�H�U�V���E�O�R�R�P���V�H�O�I�O�H�V�V�O�\�����Z�L�Q�G���E�O�R�Z�V���V�H�O�I�O�H�V�V�O�\����
�Z�D�W�H�U���I�O�R�Z�V���V�H�O�I�O�H�V�V�O�\�����D�Q�G���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�U�H���V�H�O�I�O�H�V�V��
�W�K�H�L�U���Z�R�U�G�V���D�Q�G���D�F�W�V�������7�K�D�W���L�V���Z�K�\���W�K�H�\���D�U�H��������
�E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O�� 
 

�%�X�G�G�K�D���W�D�X�J�K�W���V�H�O�I�O�H�V�V�Q�H�V�V���D�V���R�Q�H���R�I���K�L�V���W�K�U�H�H��
�E�D�V�L�F���W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J�V�������,�W���L�V���R�X�U���P�L�V�W�D�N�H�Q���H�J�R����������������������
�V�H�O�I�L�V�K�Q�H�V�V���W�K�D�W���F�D�X�V�H�V���D�O�O���K�X�P�D�Q���W�U�R�X�E�O�H�V���D�Q�G��
�V�X�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J�V�������:�H���G�R���Q�R�W���U�H�D�O�L�]�H���W�K�D�W���Z�H���D�U�H���O�L�W�H�U�D�O�O�\��
�D�E�O�H���W�R���O�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���H�Q�M�R�\���O�L�I�H���R�Q�O�\���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���R�W�K�H�U��
�S�H�R�S�O�H���D�Q�G���W�K�L�Q�J�V�������,�I���R�Q�H���U�H�D�O�O�\���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�V���W�K�L�V��
�W�U�X�W�K�����K�H���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���K�H�O�S���E�X�W���E�H�F�R�P�H���K�X�P�E�O�H���D�Q�G����
�D�S�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�H���R�W�K�H�U�V�������%�X�G�G�K�L�V�P���L�V���W�K�H���Z�D�\���R�I������������
�V�H�O�I�O�H�V�V�Q�H�V�V���´ 

 
When  reflecting  on  such  profound  words,  I  realize  
how  much  more  I  need  to  mature  and  learn. 
 
In  Gassho, 
 
Rod  Moriyama 
 
 

 

 

The  Nembutsu  is  non-practice  and   
non-good  for  those  who  practice  it.   
It  is  non-practice  for  us,  because  it   
is  not  the  practice  which  we  do  out   
of  our  own  contrivance;  and  it  is   
non-good    because  it  is  not  the  good   
which  we  do  out  of  our  own                        
contrivance.   
It  is  entirely  due  to  Other  Power  
(Natural  Power)  and  is  free  from  self  
power. 
 
Shinran  Shonin 
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Gojikai 

 

Richard  Adaniya Chester  Kaitoku Eugene  Murayama Louise  Stevens 
Wesley  Aihara Mitsuko  Kaitoku Gerald  Murayama Noelle  Sutherland 
Helen  Akagi Bettie  Kakemoto Kay  Nakamura Chiyoko  Takata 
George  Akiyoshi Melvin  Kamikawa Lily  Nakamura Henry  Takato 
Joseph  Flatt Joyce  Kaneko Shigeko  Nakamura Ross  Takenaka 
Jean  Fukeda Stanley  Katayama George  Nakayama Calvin  Takeshita 
Winifred  Hakoda Alan  Kawashima Eleanor  Nishi Raymond  Tamaribuchi 
Barrymore  Hanakahi June  Kawashima Jean  Nishikawa Toyoko  Tanda 
Phyllis  Higa  Family Brian  Kimura Yoshitsugu  Nishimura Albert  Tsujihara 
James  Hirai Yukio  Kiyabu Joleen  Nomura Tomio  Tsujimoto 
Wallace  Hirai Hiroshi  Komori Jerry  Ogata Natsuko  Uezu 
Roy  Hirata Ralph  Kono Carl  Ohashi Edward  Uyeda 
Midori  Hiromoto Betsy  Maesaka Kaoru  Ohashi Takeo  Uyeda 
Howard  Hisamoto Katherine  Matsuda Marilyn  A.  Onishi Wilfred  Watanabe 
Betsy  Honmyo Jean  Matsushige Timothy  Oshiro Larry  Yaji 
Charles  Ichiyama Barbara  Matsuura Emiko  Rodby Roseline  Yano 
Gary  Ishii Carl  Matsuura Haruo  Saifuku Earl  Yoshida 
Taeko  Ishikawa Robert  Mikami Ronald  Saito Kimie  Yoshida 
Evelyn  Ito John  Mizuno James  Sakane Linda  Yoshikami 
Walter  Jinbo Rodney  Moriyama Emiko  Sawai   

Major  Service  Donations  (Hoonko  and  Spring  Ohigan) 

!

Hoonko Spring  Ohigan Spring  Ohigan Spring  Ohigan 
Nora  Fukuyama Donald  Hashimoto Nancy  Kunimitsu Hatsue  Tanaka 
Howard  Hisamoto Hanako  Hiroe Mitsue  Machida Isamu  Tatsuguchi 
Bettie  Kakemoto Marian  Iha Mildred  Makino Amy  Townsend 
Alfred  Paulino Yoshio  Isobe Yoshimi  Matsunaga Hirotaka  Tsujihara 
  Chester  Kaitoku Jane  Matsusaka Sumiko  Tsutomi 
Spring  Ohigan Judith  Kakazu Kiyoko  Miyashiro Aiko  Yamamoto 
Andy  Abe Donald  Kaneshiro Elaine  Moriyama Ethel  Yamamoto 
Shigeko  Abe Richard  Kawamoto Yoshio  Nakagawa Dorothy  Yanagida 
Richard  Adaniya Kenichi  Kawamura Kay  Nakamura Roseline  Yano 
Alvin  Arakaki Alan  Kawashima Jerry  Ogata Ethel  Yoshida 
Masanobu  Arakaki Sachiko  Komata Alfred  Paulino Tomoyo  Yuruki 
Akio  Araki Sam  Komori Elaine  Sato   
Shigeko  Eldridge Edna  Kondo James  Shimokusu   
Harry  Endo Ronald  Kondo Robert  Soma   
Roy  Enomoto Kenneth  Kumasaka Louise  Stevens   

  Acknowledgements 
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�3�O�H�D�V�H���F�D�O�O���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H��������"�����������W�R���U�H�S�R�U�W���D�Q�\���H�U�U�R�U�V��!

!
�,�I���\�R�X���G�R���Q�R�W���Z�D�Q�W���\�R�X�U���Q�D�P�H���W�R���E�H���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�����S�O�H�D�V�H��

�P�D�U�N���\�R�X�U���G�R�Q�D�W�L�R�Q����!
�³�'�R���1�R�W���3�X�E�O�L�V�K���´��Thank  you  very  much. 

Columbarium  Donations 

 

Donor In  memory  of 
Marrion  Johnston Kanao  and  Harriet  Ohta 
Stanley  Katayama  
Katherine  Matsuda  
Jean  Nishikawa  
Jerry  Ogata  
Calvin  Sato Gonshiro  and  Mitsu  Koga 
Calvin  Sato Sachi  Koga  and  Norma  

Ikeda 
Robert  Soma  

Temple  Donations 

 

Donor In  memory  of 
Jeanne  Arakaki Shizuko  Sunahara 
Masako  Domai  
Richard    &  Joyce  Fujimo-
to 

 

Masao  Goshi  
Michiko  Hashimoto  
Takako  Hashimoto  
Claudia  Higashi Shizuko  Sunahara 
Gary  Ishii Margaret  Ishii 
Evelyn  Ito Koji  Ito 
Walter  Jinbo Sakae  Uesugi 
Tomoe  Kajiwara Shizuko  Sunahara 
Judith  Kakazu Sakae  Uesugi 
Helen  Kanbara Harold  Kanbara  / 

  Kanbara  Family 
Yukiko  Kato  
Diane  Kawashima Mr.  and  Mrs.  Terao 
Yukio  Kiyabu  
May  Logan-Phillips   
Yukie  Murata Shigeko  Sunahara 
Joyce  Nakagawa Marilyn  Nakagawa 
Nobue  Nakamoto  
John  Nishida  
Jerry  Ogata  
Louise  Stevens  
Reverend  Sugao  
Edwin  Terao  
Herbert  Uesugi Sakae  Uesugi 
Wahiawa  Nikkei  Civic                      
Association 

 

Eiko  Yamane  
Shigeko  Yamaoka  
Linda  Yoshikami Kelly  Yoshikami 
    
Project  Dana  Donations   
Myra  Ikeda   
Richard  Kawamoto   
    
Social  Concerns  Dona-
tion 

  

Taeko  Ishikawa   

Acknowledgements 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 

6p-Japanese  Conv. 
7:3p-Calligraphy 
 

2 
Hosha 
9:3-Japanese  
Conv 

3 
8:3a-Quilt  C. 

4 

5 
9-Dharma  Serv 

6 7 
11-Calligraphy 
7p-Bon  Dance 
Practice 

8 
6p-Japanese  Conv 
7p-Dharma  Mtg. 
7:3p-Calligraphy 

9 
9:3-Japanese  
Conv 
7p-Club  Asoka 

10 
8:3a-Quilt  C. 

11 

12 
9-Sunday  Serv 
10-Board  Mtg 

13 14 
11-Calligraphy 
7p-Bon  Dance 
Practice 

15 
6p-Japanese  Conv. 
7:3p-Calligraphy 

16 
Hosha 
9:3-Japanese  
Conv 
11-Hosp  Visit 

17 
8:3a-Quilt  C. 

18 
8:3a-Altar  
Awareness 

19 
8:3-Gotane  Japa-
nese  Serv 
10-Gotane  Eng 
 

20 21 
7p-Bon  Dance 
Practice 

22 
6p-Japanese  Conv. 
7:3p-Calligraphy 

23 
9:3-Japanese  
Conv 

24 
8:3a-Quilt  C. 

25 

26 
9-Sunday  Serv 
10-BWA  Mtg 

27 28 
11-Calligraphy 
7p-Bon  Dance 
Practice 

29 30 
Hosha 

31 
8:3a-Quilt  C. 

 

WHM  CALENDAR  MAY  2013 
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Wahiawa Hongwanji Mission 
����������California  Avenue 
P.O.  Box  860265 
�:�D�K�L�D�Z�D�����+�,��������������"�������� !
!

Return  Service  Requested 

�1�R�Q�S�U�R�I�L�W���2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q!
�8���6�����3�2�6�7�$�*�(!

PAID!
�:�$�+�,�$�:�$�����+�,!
�3�(�5�0�,�7���1�2������ 

�7�K�H���(�L�J�K�W�I�R�O�G���3�D�W�K���³�+�D�Z�D�L�L�D�Q���6�W�\�O�H�´ 
  
1. Right  Understanding (�µ�,�N�H���3�R�Q�R):  we  should  learn  and  try  to  understand  the  truth  (The  Four  Noble  
Truths)  of  Amida  Buddha’s  teaching. 
  
2. Right  Purpose (�.�X�P�X�K�D�Q�D���3�R�Q�R):  we  should  do  what  is  right  (also  set  things  right,  �+�R�µ�R�S�R�Q�R�S�R�Q�R)  . 
  
3. Right  Speech (�2�O�H�O�R���3�R�Q�R):  we  should  be  truthful  and  kind  in  the  way  that  we  speak,  and  learn  how  to  
praise  (Ike). 
  
4. Right  Conduct (�/�D�Z�H�Q�D���3�R�Q�R):  we  should  try  to  behave  ourselves  at  all  times,  and  to  have  love,              
compassion  (Aloha),  and  responsibility  (Kuleana). 
  
5. Right  Livelihood (�1�R�K�R�Q�D���3�R�Q�R):  we  should  earn  our  living  in  a  
way  that  will  not  harm    anyone. 
  
6. Right  Endeavor (�+�D�Q�D���3�R�Qo):  we  should  constantly  try  to  improve  
ourselves.  We  need    to  be  cooperative  (Laulima)  and  to  have  the  will  
to  be  helpful  (Kokua). 
  
7. Right  Though (�0�D�Q�D�µ�R���3�R�Q�R):  we  should  try  to  have  good  and  pure  
thoughts  because  our  words  and  our  actions  arise  from  our  thoughts. 
  
8. Right  Meditation (�1�R�µ�R�Q�R�µ�R���3�R�Q�R):  we  should  think  often  of      
Amida  Buddha. 


