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Wahiawa Hongwanji Mission

The

Messenger

December 2018
23 Sun
25 Tue
29 Sat
30 Sun
31 Mon

9:00a
7:00a
9:00a
5:00-7:00p

Sunday Service
Merry Christmas – office closed
Temple/Columbarium Cleaning
Sunday Service -“Appreciation Service for the Past Year”
New Year’s Eve-Bonsho Ringing
Temple will be open to allow the offering of incense

January 2019
1 Tue
2 Wed
3 Thu
5 Sat
6 Sun
8 Tue
12 Sat
13 Sun
14 Mon
17 Thu
19 Sat
20 Sun
26 Sat
27 Sun
31 Thu

7:30a
7:30a
9:00a
10:00a
10:00a
7:00p
7:30a
9:00a
9:00a
10:00a
7:30a
11:00a
7:30a
9:00a
10:00a
7:30a
9:00a
7:30a

Happy New Year – Office closed
No Yoga
Hosha Kai
Temple/Columbarium Cleaning
Sunday Service
WHM Installation of Officers/Social Hour (Temple)
Monthly Service at Waialua Hongwanji
Yoga (new class)
Temple/Columbarium Cleaning
Member Orientation (BWA Rm)
Sunday Service
BWA Meeting – Social Hall
Martin Luther King Day - Office closed
Hosha Kai
Hospital Visitation - Project Dana
Temple/Columbarium Cleaning
Sunday Service
WHM Board Meeting (BWA Rm)
Temple/Columbarium Cleaning
Ho-onko Service - Rev. T. Muneto, Speaker
Hosha Kai

February 2019
2 Sat
3 Sun
8 Fri
9 Sat
10 Sun
14 Thu
16 Sat
16-18
17 Sun
23 Sat
24 Sun
28 Thu

7:30a
8:00a
7:00p
9:00a

9:00a
10:00a
7:30a
7:30a
9:00a
7:30a
9:00a
11:00a
7:30a

Temple/Columbarium Cleaning
Sakura Trolley (WHM parking lot)
Sakura Masturi (SH)
Pet Memorial Service
Giseikai
Giseikai/Living Treasures Luncheon
Temple/Columbarium Cleaning
Sunday Service
BWA Meeting (BWA Rm)
Hosha Kai
Temple/Columbarium Cleaning
YESS Camp
Sunday Service
Temple/Columbarium Cleaning
Sunday Service
WHM Keirokai and New Year Party (SH)
Hosha Kai

Weekly Activities
(This schedule is subject to change. Check with
your instructor for current schedule)

Mon
Tue
Wed

Thu

9:00a
6:30p
9:00a
7:00p
7:00a
8:30a
6:00p
7:00p
6:00p
7:00p

Calligraphy
Tai Chi for Health
Blue Zone Walking
Labyrinth
Yoga (SH)
Columbarium Cleaning
Yoga (SH)
Conversational Japanese
Kendo
Aikido
Dancersize (BWA Rm)

Reverend’s Message

Wahiawa Hongwanji Mission
Embrace Change: Harmony
(Accept Differences)

PRESIDENT: Rod Moriyama
MINISTER: Reverend Kojun Hashimoto
Vice Presidents: Dale Shimaura
Carolyn Uchiyama
Karen Pang
Recording Secretary: Amy Kanemaru
Treasurer:
Alan Kakazu

108 - A Number to Remember
It is the last month of 2018. Before
we welcome the New Year, we
always do one last ceremony at the
temple. Do you remember what
ceremony this is?
It is the traditional Japanese ceremony we call Joya
no Kane where we strike the Bonsho 108 times.
Most people don’t know where this number comes
from.

Address:

1067 California Ave
Wahiawa, HI 96786
Office Hours:
8:00a-12:00p
Phone:
808.622.4320
Email: office@wahiawahongwanji.org
Website:
www.wahiawashinbuddhists.org
Facebook page:

In the Buddhist teaching, the number 108 expresses
the number of worldly desires or Bon-No that each of
us has. On New Year’s Eve, we strike the bell 108
times to remove as many of these worldly desires in
order to welcome the New Year with a pure heart.

www.facebook.com/WahiawaHongwanji

Why the number 108? According to a Japanese
traditional thought, we have: 6 body parts
(eyes, ears, nose, tongue, body and heart); each part
has three feelings (comfortable feeling, bad feeling,
no feeling). These 3 feelings have 2 aspects each
(pure and unclean). And 3 ages are calculated (Past,
Present, Future).
Thus:
6 body parts
x 3 feelings
x 2 aspects
x 3 ages_____
= 108 worldly desires
This number 108 is not to be looked upon as a big
deal. What is important is that we realize our
constant and excessive wants and desires. Joya no
Kane is a special occasion when we can be by
ourselves to reflect and think about how we might
decrease our desires for the following year in hopes
of becoming a better person.
Please join us at the Bonsho on Dec 31
between 5:00-7:00 pm.
In Gassho,
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President’s Report

2018 Year End Message
Another year has flown by and we have much to be grateful for:
] The development of new leadership within our Board with Karen Pang as third VP,
Amy Kanemaru as Secretary, and Brian Fukuhara, new Trustee.
] The BWA has also taken a key role in developing new leadership with Wendy
Fukuhara as secretary.
] Dale and Carolyn continue to contribute at every level of the temple and at district and
headquarters levels. Thank you for their contributions!
] Dharma Shaka under the leadership of Charlene and Jon Acohido, Amy Kanemaru, and the Hashimotos
participated in many activities while actively leading in temple services throughout the year.
] Our Obon festival was extremely successful with very good weather. We grossed over $30,000 for the
weekend.
] Alan Kakazu has redone our financial system to more accurately reflect our finances: Overall our revenues
from rentals, donations, and major fundraising fell short of our expenses by $21,731 as of the end of
November. Last year, at the same time, we were short $70,000 in expenses.
Overall Operational Expenses
$215,159
Total Contributions
$194,428
Donations from major services $99,171
Gojikai Dues
$43,555
Rental income
$50,392
Eitaikyo Endowment Funding growth
$1,310
Our Eitaikyo Endowment fund is over $114,000
] We also created a new Eitaikyo Endowment Fund for reinvesting our contributions while continuing to
recognize both past and present contributors in remembrance.
] Our 110th Anniversary was headed by Carolyn and the 110th Committee. This two-day event netted about
$700 on Saturday and $2,800 on Sunday for a total of $3,400 after two days.
] WHM awarded a Blue Zone designation as the first Buddhist temple in the country.
] Our membership stands at around 270 families. This is a decrease of about 30 families. Our share of
assessment from Oahu District is based on our membership count. Next year’s assessment is projected to
increase by 18%.
] Enough cannot be said of our Hosha Kai and the leadership of Calvin Takeshita who has served on the
Board for many years. Cal will continue his leadership with Hosha, but Brian Fukuhara will now take over
maintenance reporting to the Board.
] Bishop Eric Matsumoto has been re-elected for a third term as Bishop. With his leadership and Pieper
Toyama’s leadership as Kyodan President, we continue to be aligned with their vision of 1) financial
stability; 2) leadership development; 3) Dharma in the community; 4) website and social media;
5) organizational effectiveness (personnel consolidation)
Thank you to all members and especially the Board members for their leadership and contributions!
Our Vision for 2019 remains the same:
• Financial stability
• Developing a sustainable leadership
• Upgrading and maintaining our facilities infrastructure:
− Improving our technology both within the temple and the social hall so we may better access
speakers from all over the country via telecommunications.
− Exploring the possibility of air conditioning.

3

Rod’s Thoughts
The Passing of Time
Reflections on “Anam Cara, A Book of Celtic Wisdom” by John O’Donohue
Have you noticed how quickly time passes when you’re having fun or deeply enjoying something? Or how
slowly time passes when you’re listening to a boring lecture or just waiting for the work day to end?
“The quality of our experience always determines the actual rhythm of time. When you are in pain,
every moment slows down until it resembles a week. When you are happy and really enjoying your
life, time flies.”
In his book, Anam Cara, John O’Donohue relates the importance of these perspectives. Time is something
invented by humans to coordinate schedules and a vehicle for communication. How we perceive time passing is
an individual thing.
There are several Celtic legends about a man finding a lost kingdom and experiencing such pleasure that he
loses all sense of time. He remains at this timeless place until a long while later, he realizes that he misses his
friends and family and asks to return. He is told not to get off his horse when he returns, as he will lose his way.
Going back to his homeland, he is faced with a predicament that forces him to touch the ground. Instantly he is
transformed to a very old man and loses his sense of anything.
The American version of this story is Rip Van Winkle or the novel, Lost Horizon. The Japanese version is
Urashima Taro. What lesson in life are these stories?
In Buddhism, we talk about “living in the moment.” In so many moments in life, if we truly enjoy a
moment, time seems to be in suspension. The rest of the world may be flying by but at the moment of true bliss,
or passion, or meditation, “living in the moment” is timeless. In deep meditation, 45 minutes can appear to be
only 5 minutes of time.
How many of us truly “live in the moment” with our jobs and our actions? Are you in a positive work
environment where you feel so good about what you’re doing, time flies by? There are so many who say, “ I
can hardly wait to retire.” Are we living a purposeful life that makes the passage of time appear timeless?
What lessons can we learn from those who have lived a full life to help us with time? How do we find balance
in our lives to truly enjoy the passage of time? How can we continuously have a safe and secure environment at
Wahiawa Hongwanji where our children and our families always lose track of time in their fun activities there?
“The destination of human time is death. Eternal time is unbroken presence.”
Namo Amida Butsu!

Our vision for 2019 (cont’d from pg 3)
• Continuing to broaden our scope of spreading our teachings throughout the community through our
own positive behavior.
Namo Amida Butsu!
In gassho,

5

