Wahiawa Hongwanji Mission

November 2020

The Messenger
Building Healthy Sanghas: Embracing Generosity & Openness

Calendar of Events
November
01 Sun 9:00am Online Dharma Message - See below for online link
01 Sun 9:00am-10:00am Food Drive
08 Sun 9:00am Online Dharma Message - See below for online link
15 Sun 9:00am Online Dharma Message - See below for online link
15 Sun 10:00am WHM Board Meeting
22 Sun 9:00am Online Eitaikyo Service-Guest Speaker: Rev. David Nakamoto
December
06 Sunday 8:30am-9:30am Food Drive
06 Sun No Sunday Service
06 Sun 10:00am Online WHM General Membership Meeting on Zoom
13 Sun 9:00am Online WHM Bodhi Day Service - See below for online link
20 Sun 9:00am Online Sunday Service - See below for online link
20 Sun 10:00am Online WHM Executive Board Meeting
27 Sun 9:00am Online Appreciation Service - See below for online link
31 Thu 5-7:00pm New Year’s Eve - Bonsho Ringing (You must wear a mask, maintain social distancing, and
sanitize hands before ringing bonsho)
When will Wahiawa Hongwanji Mission re-open? At the July 19th board meeting, the WHM Board of
Trustees decided that WHM will re-open when there are 8 cases or less per day on the island of Oahu during a
period of 2 consecutive weeks.

Online Dharma Messages and Services
Links to weekly online Sunday Dharma Messages can be found at our website
https://www.wahiawashinbuddhists.org/ or you can view them on YouTube at your convenience. These
Dharma messages are given by Rev. Hashimoto and Honpa Hongwanji of Hawaii ministers throughout the
state each Sunday.
In addition, Wahiawa Hongwanji Mission is also offering major, important and special services online.
Please check our calendar of events and our website for links to
these services. If you have any questions, please call the temple
office at (808) 622-4320.

Minister’s Message
A Power of Nembutsu
The auspicious Name embodying the perfectly fulfilled supreme virtues is true
wisdom that transforms our evil into virtue. By the Collected works of Shinran
This sentence means the Nembutsu has a power to transform our evil into virtue.
However, it does not mean we recover from our injury or sickness just by reciting the
Nembutsu. My understanding is that if people understand the meaning of the Nembutsu, Nembutsu followers
can see the situation and modify the situation.
Since adapting to life with the Covid 19, we have experienced many difficult situations. Yet, we should
not just dwell. We should continuously try to find something to be happy about.
During the Pandemic, my family and I started learning something new such as making coffee beans from
the temple yard and trying some new cooking with avocados, also from the temple yard by making
tsukemono, gyoza, tempura, and oil. One day, a member of the temple told me to also eat avocado seed. I
never thought to eat avocado seeds. I researched with Google and YouTube. I was surprised that it was true
that avocado seeds have great effects to the health such as:
Rich Source of Antioxidants. ...
May help to Prevent Cancer. ...
May heal Digestive Disorders. ...
May help to Lower Cholesterol and Prevent Heart Disease. ...
May help to Prevent Cravings and Increase Fat Loss avocado seed. ...
May help to Prevent Blood Sugar Imbalance. ...
Reduces Inflammation. ...
And improves the Health and Appearance of Skin
Even through the pandemic, we can enjoy our life with the Nembutsu, with many new understanding and
trying to find something new.
P.S. Here is how my family and I prepped avocado seeds. First, dry the avocado seed, then after a few days,
grind the seed and add them into any foods like miso soup, salad or even coffee! Or, cut dried avocado seeds
and put them into boiled water for 30miniuts to make avocado tea!
Please enjoy every moment.
In Gassho,

Reverend Kojun Hashimoto
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President’s Report
Is it almost November already? We must be having fun if time is going by so quickly!
It’ll be Thanksgiving and Christmas just around the corner!! Have you thought about how
that’s going to happen in your family?
Another really important event is ELECTION 2020! Please don’t delay and vote early.
You should already have your ballots in hand!
We continue to have our Talk Story group on Sunday mornings almost weekly. We have the ability with
Zoom to break out into smaller groups for different discussions and age groups to gather. For now, we are
continuing to have just a few people so we can catch up with all participants. If you’d like to be part of a
group that has their own little meeting, please let us know so we can plan it.
This past Sunday, we were talking about how connected we all are in Wahiawa/Waialua. We have some very
large families like the Kakazu’s who are related to so many of you! Wouldn’t it be interesting to explore this
further in these discussions? It is timely as we get ready for our Eitaikyo Service on November 22 with
Reverend David Nakamoto. Once again we will be asking for your help in contributing to our Eitaikyo
Endowment Fund to reach our goal of $1 million! This will help provide sustaining annual funds to
maintain our facilities and property in the years to come! With the success of helping Marian’s catering and
donations to the temple, we are considering another effort that combines support for a local business and our
Eitaikyo Endowment fund. Our current balance toward our goal is around $160,000! If we could reach
$200,000 by the end of this year, that would be GREAT!
Financial challenges, especially during the pandemic, continue to plague the entire Honpa Hongwanji
Kyodan. We are exploring a number of different strategies to bolster sustainment. The use of technology via
social networking and weekly virtual services have provided some spiritual help. At the HQ level, they are
promoting Planned Giving in terms of large donations of land and equities in people’s wills. The Honpa
Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin has gained considerable support from a number of grants and the State of Hawaii
to upgrade their campus and facilities. Transportation and lodging expenses for meetings have dramatically
decreased through the use of technology.
I am convinced that all of this provides us with a new perspective that is very much in line with Shin
Buddhism. Finding new ways to provide value to our members and the community is our first priority.
Please continue to communicate and help each other as things will be better over time!
Namo Amida Butsu!
In gassho (gratitude),

Rodney S. Moriyama, President

Treasurer’s Message
Aloha Wahiawa Hongwanji Members and Friends,
I hope you are all doing well and staying safe during this crazy time!
I am writing this for a couple of reasons, the first of which is to let you know that as a temple, we are
surviving despite the many obstacles that have come our way. Thanks to you and your generosity, we have
been able to weather the storm for now. However, the next few months are going to be critical for us
financially but be assured that the Board is constantly evaluating our position and looking for additional
revenue producing sources.
The second reason relates to making distributions from your IRA. The Coronaviurus Aid, Relief and
Economic Security Act (CARES Act) was signed into law on March 27, 2020. The CARES Act contained
some provisions that relate to your IRA account. Here are some of the key IRA-related provisions:
Required minimum distributions (RMDs) are waived for IRAs, including inherited IRAs, and other qualified
retirement plans such as 401(k) and 403(b) plans. This is only effective for 2020. Of note for 2021, The
SECURE Act, signed into law in December 2019 increased the RMD age from 70 1/2 to 72. What hasn’t
changed is that IRA Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs) can still be made. QCDs are still an option for
2020 even though RMDs have been suspended.
The key requirements to make a QCD from your IRA remain the same, and are as follows:
⮚
⮚
⮚
⮚
⮚

You must be at least 70 1/2 at the time the distribution is made to Wahiawa Hongwanji
The distribution must be made directly from your IRA custodian to Wahiawa Hongwanji
Gift cannot exceed $100,000 per donor per year
Goods or services cannot be received in exchange for the IRA gift
Your pledge commitments can be paid with an IRA QCD

Please note that I am not an investment expert and would strongly urge you to consult with your tax and/or
financial advisor to determine the best charitable gift option that is best for you.
In gassho,
Alan Kakazu
Treasurer, Wahiawa Hongwanji Mission

WHM Virtual Eitaikyo Service
November 22nd 9:00 AM
https://www.wahiawashinbuddhists.org/
Please celebrate the memories of our families
and friends with Reverend David Nakamoto as
our guest minister.

Sharing with Our Wahiawa
By Carolyn Uchiyama
The members of Wahiawa Hongwanji are truly generous. On the Food Drive held on
October 4th, we collected 173 items to donate to St. Stephen’s Church for their sharing
of food with the Wahiawa community on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of every month.
It also helped stock the emergency Food Pantry for people that need assistance quickly.
Our members are very resourceful people, too. We appreciate members who
checked out the Long’s ads on their latest sale items on food like canned goods. Thank
you for going that extra mile to help members who live in Our Wahiawa.
We will continue to collect items for the Food Drive on the first Sunday of every
month. The next collection will be on November 1st from 9:00 a.m.
Hats off to the Dharma Shaka group that assists with the collection. Working together gets the work done
quickly.
Thank You Everyone!!!

WHM On-Going Clothing Drive Fundraiser
By Dale Shimaura
Thank-you to all who have been using this “down-time” to do “Spring cleaning,” and then contributing all
of your clothing, shoes, purses, towels, linen, bed spreads, blankets, jackets, curtains, etc. to our Clothing
Drive Fundraiser. To the others who are still doing those 1,000-piece puzzles, we
still have lots of space for your gently used items when you finally get around to
house-cleaning! We especially appreciate
those heavy items as we will be paid by weight.
Leave your tied bags of clothing under the tables in front of the Columbarium.
Please put your name/phone number on a piece of paper in one of your bags.
Thank you in advance!

Virtual Appreciation Event for
Mr. Pieper Toyama and Dr. Warren Tamamoto
Saturday, November 21, 2020
11:00 am - 12:00 pm
Hosted Online by Zoom
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii will be holding
the Virtual Appreciation Event to honor and extend our
deep appreciation to Mr. Pieper Toyama who provided a
wonderful leadership as the President of HHMH during
the past 6 years, and to welcome Dr. Warren Tamamoto
as our newly installed President of HHMH.
Traditionally, the Aloha Luncheon was held when the
President transition occurred. However, we will be
holding the Virtual Appreciation Event instead of the luncheon due to the current pandemic situation.
If you are interested in attending, please call Dale at the WHM office 622-4320 by November 10th. A
Zoom link will be sent to all participants. This event will be held after the Special Session of Legislative
Assembly, but everyone is welcome. There is no registration fee.

