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Embrace Change: Harmony (Accept Differences)

JANUARY 2018
13 Sat
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6:30p
9:00a
10:00a
9:30a

Temple/Columbarium & Cleaning
Sunday Service
BWA Installation of Officers and Meeting
Martin Luther King Day - Office closed
Yoga (SH)
Hosha Kai
Hospital Visitation - Project Dana
Temple/Columbarium & Cleaning
HOONKO SERVICE - Guest Speaker: Reverend Thomas Okano
WHM Quarterly Board Meeting
Temple/Columbarium & Cleaning
Sakura Matsuri (SH)
Sunday Service
Coffee/Talk Story Hour (SH)
Yoga (SH)

FEBRUARY 2018
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4 Sun
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10 Sat
11 Sun
13 Tue
15 Thu
16 Fri
17 Sat
18 Sun
19 Mon
21 Wed
24 Sat
25 Sun

7:30a
8:30a
7:30a
9:00a
9:00a
10:00a
9:30a

7:30a
9:00a
10:00a
10:00a
7:30a
11:00a
8:30a
7:30a
9:00a
11:00a
9:30a
7:30a
9:00a
10:00a

Hosha Kai
Quilting (BWA Rm)
Temple/Columbarium & Cleaning
Food Drop Off for Pantry
Sunday Service
Coffee/Talk Story Hour (SH)
Yoga (SH)
State Ministers Association Meeting
Giseikai
Giseikai/Living Treasures Luncheon
Temple/Columbarium & Cleaning
Sunday Service
Heart Day (CPR/AED Training) - (SH)
Waialua Monthly Service
Hosha Kai
Hospital Visitation-Project Dana
Quilting (BWA Rm)
Temple/Columbarium & Cleaning
Sunday Service
WHM New Year Party
Presidents’ Day - Office Closed
Yoga (SH)
Temple/Columbarium & Cleaning
Pet Memorial Service (Locaton TBA)
Coffee/Talk Story Hour (SH)

Weekly Activities
Mon 9:00a
Wed 7:00p
6:00p
Thu
Fri

6:00p
7:00p
1:00p

Calligraphy (BWA)
Kendo (SH)
Conversational
Japanese (BWA)
Aikido (SH)
Dancersize (BWA)
Mahjong (SH)

Reverend’s Message
This is the sixth year that my family and I are welcoming the New Year at
Wahiawa.
With your support, we are having a great time and really appreciate your help.
Arigato Gozaimasu.
The Hawaii Kyodan’s slogan for 2018 is “Embrace Change: Harmony (Accept
Differences).” In my last sermon of 2017, I talked about the four noble truths
which Shakyamuni Buddha preached after he became enlighted. In my Dharma
message, I said that we should learn the four noble truths but it is also important to understand what
Shakyamuni Buddha wanted us to know.
I would like to share the five thoughts I think Shakyamuni Buddha wanted us to learn.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Acceptance - We are all different and should accept all people and all situations just as they
are.
Wide-view - We argue and fight with each other because of our narrow views. We need to be
more broad-minded.
Appreciation - We must always support, value, and appreciate one another.
Respect - If we live with respect for one another in our daily lives, there would be no fighting
or complaining.
Enjoy – We should enjoy everything in life, especially those things we did not expect.

If we are A-W-A-R-E of these five thoughts each day, we will always be in harmony with others.
In 2018, let us think of A-W-A-R-E-ness, EMBRACE CHANGE and live in Harmony.
In Gassho
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President’s Report
As we ring in the new year, let us reflect on the wonderful memories of 2017 and years past.
These last three weeks of the year were filled with relatives from Japan, relatives from
California, flu ridden children, winter break from early in the morning till late at night,
birthday parties and many, many meals out.
Having to stay home all day today was truly a break...even though my wife selflessly spent
the day cleaning the house before the New Year, and prepared for yet another party after the
ringing of the Bonsho this evening.
2018 will mark the 110th Anniversary year for Wahiawa Hongwanji Mission. Many dedicated people and
community leaders have supported us throughout the years. During these past four years, we’ve made this
generation’s contribution to the temple with our capital campaign and have made significant progress in the
overall maintenance and repair of our grounds. We will be providing details so you will be able to get a better
idea of all that it took. More still needs to be done. By
October 2018, we hope to be mostly completed with all the key
maintenance projects of fixing the temple roof, and tenting the
entire campus.
On New Year’s Eve, we drove out to a very brisk Wahiawa
town where the Hashimotos had set up the Bonsho and sake
table. Many new faces were seen at the event as Takako had
posted a stunning picture of the Bonsho at night on our
Facebook. There were many young children and parents as
well. Our grandsons had a great time! Brandyn Proctor, a new
temple member from Olelo, brought his video camera and took
the very first ringing of the Bonsho in the New Year to kick off
our 110th Anniversary!
The first Sunday in January we will have our installation of the Kyodan Board officers following Sunday
Service. On Sunday, January 14, we’ll have the installation of BWA officers. On Sunday, January 21, we will
be celebrating our Hoonko Service (Shinran Shonin’s Memorial Service) with special guest speaker, former
Wahiawa Hongwanji Resident Minister and former Bishop, Rev. Thomas Okano. We hope to have Coffee/Talk
Story Hour after services as often as we can to just mingle and get to know each other better. You are all
invited to join in.
I am very excited about our 110th Anniversary Year!! We have many challenges, but there are so many good
people who are stepping up with new ideas and new initiatives!! Thank you all for your support and
participation!!
In gassho,

3

New Year’s Greeting
January 1, 2018
At the beginning of this New Year, I would like to extend my
warmest greetings to you.
Last September, I had the opportunity to visit the Honpa
Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii as Monshu for the first time. It was wonderful to have met with so
many people at each temple, and I would like to extend my appreciation for everyone’s warm
hospitality.
At Hongwanji in Kyoto, Japan, from October 1, 2016 until this past May 31, the Commemoration on
the Accession of the Jodo Shinshu Tradition was conducted with attendance of about one hundred fifty
thousand people from throughout Japan and our overseas sanghas. Since the days of our founder
Shinran Shonin, for nearly 800 years, the Jodo Shinshu teaching has been cherished and carefully
handed down to us today by our predecessors. Reflecting on this, I am truly grateful to have been able
to recite the Nembutsu together with many of you who took part in the services whether it be in person
or through the internet.
Being enabled to hear the working of Amida Buddha’s voice calling to us, we become aware of our
true self, in which we have the difficulty of accepting things just as they are, and being caught up in
our own selfish mindset. That is why it becomes all the more important that we continue to listen to
the teaching of Amida. As we appreciate the Buddha’s great wisdom and compassion, we are
naturally guided to care for and aspire to live together with one another.
In this New Year, let us continue to listen to the teaching while following the Nembutsu path together
with everyone.
OHTANI Kojun
Monshu
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha
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Happy New Year!

“The Value of Harmony”

Please let me express my warmest Aloha and Best Wishes to you
for a joyous and harmonious New Year!
At the start of the New Year, let me share some Dharma sayings
which have a special place in my heart. First, (slightly adapted) from
“The Teaching of Buddha,” “Thousands of people may live in a
community, but it is not a true community until everyone knows each
other and has empathy for one another. A true community has faith
and wisdom that illuminate it. It is place where people know and trust
one another and there is harmony. In fact, harmony is the life and
essence of a true community or organization.” “Thus, the true teaching
is the fundamental requirement of a perfect organization.” Secondly from
Prince Shotoku, “Let us cease from wrath and refrain from angry looks. Nor let us be resentful when
others differ from us.” “We are not unquestionably sages, nor are they unquestionably fools. Both of
us are simply ordinary people. How can any person lay down a rule by which to distinguish right from
wrong? For we are all, one with another, wise and foolish, like a ring which has no end.” “Sincerely
revere the Three Treasures. The Three Treasures are: Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha.” “There is no
age in which people cannot find the Dharma to be noble. Those who are extremely wicked are few, but
when they are taught the Dharma, the can follow it. Unless they align themselves with the Three
Treasures, on what basis can they correct their mistaken ways?” Thirdly, Shinran Shonin’s words,
“May there be peace in the world and may the Buddha’s Teaching spread!”
Our Theme & Slogan for 2018 is Embrace Change: Harmony (Accept Differences) and encourages us
to accept differences and live in harmony with each other, but due to our self-centered tendencies this
is most challenging. However, we are being encouraged by the Buddha-Dharma. Harmony and
accepting differences is not a sign of weakness or powerlessness. On the contrary, it requires deep
insight and inner strength as exemplified by the Two-Headed Bird/Gumyocho (found in the border
pattern of this year’s calendar) that symbolizes the truth of interdependency which our 25th Spiritual
Leader is emphasizing. His Eminence Gomonshu Kojun Ohtani shares “Everything in this world exists
based on interdependency. When we are not aware of this, we tend to think to ourselves that our own
perspective is the only one that is right and justified. This is what causes conflicts to arise.” “How
then, do we attain peace that we seek in the world today?” “…it is necessary that we first treat others
with the same care and respect that we would show ourselves.” “The weakness of our relationships
with each other is the result of us thinking about ourselves more than others.”
In 2018, nurtured by Buddha’s Wisdom and Compassion, may we become more aware of the virtues
of humility, self-reflection, mutual respect, non-violence, equality and harmony contributing towards a
more peaceful, compassionate and harmonious world. Namo Amida Butsu/ Entrusting in All-Inclusive
Wisdom and All-Embracing Compassion!
In Gassho/Anjali,
Bishop Eric Matsumoto
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii

5

Embrace Change: Harmony Accept Differences
Our theme for 2018 calls us to walk the path of change in harmony by
accepting differences. It is a particularly difficult time for us to walk
this path while the world seems to be dissolving into divisive
fragments. As we are swept by world events that seek to divide us
one from the other, many feel that the development and flow of
events are no longer in our control. We are simply bystanders
watching human society fracture and its pieces fall away from each
other. These sweeping events make us feel that our personal efforts
to accept differences and live in harmony are inconsequential. How
can a small personal act on my part change the course of world
events? How can I make a difference?
It would be unfortunate if a world full of caring people are overtaken by doubt that one person can
actually make a difference. Such doubt about the value of our personal actions surely dooms all of us
to be blown about as leaves are scattered before gusts of wind.
The teachings tell us of the preciousness of life, each person’s life, and the preciousness of a single act
of kindness that emanates from that life. If Namo Amida Butsu is real and true then actions that
naturally evolve from Namo Amida Butsu are real and true.
As we meet the tasks and events that we set for ourselves, let us take them on in the spirit of the
Nembutsu. It is through the love and presence of Amida in our lives that we have these precious
opportunities to bring joy into this world, into the lives of others and into our lives. So as each day
unfolds in 2018, let us reflect on the opportunities that await us and review the tasks and events we
have planned. With hands in gassho, let the sound of Namo Amida Butsu flow from our lips with
gratitude that on this day, embraced by the love of Amida, we have the chance to meet those with
different thoughts and feelings from us, to accept them as fellow travelers, to wish that no difficulties
come to them, and that they live in peace and harmony. Let us remember the small actions we take to
create harmony in the world in 2018. And let these small actions collectively speak of our sincere
desire for peace.
Namo Amida Butsu
Pieper J. Toyama, President

HEART DAY (CPR/AED TRAINING) on February 11, 2018
For those who have never had CPR or AED training, or if it’s been a while, WHM is again offering this training
on Sunday, February 11, 2018, following Sunday Service.
It will be informative and fun, especially for those who choose to participate actively in the “hands-on” portion
of the training. No age requirement or prior experience needed! Just come, have a good time and learn some
valuable life lessons!
Sign up sheet in temple office. Deadline is 12noon on Wednesday, February 7, 2018. Call Dale (392-3253)

6

2018 WHM Officers and Board of Directors

President

Rod Moriyama

Vice President Carolyn Uchiyama
Dale Shimaura
Karen Pang
Secretary

Amy Kanemaru

Treasurer

Alan Kakazu

Trustees
Charlene Acohido
Barry Chun
Brian Fukuhara
Elaine Kawamoto
Brian Kimura
Barbara Ladao
Arlene Ogata
Calvin Takeshita
Neal Tomita
Jack Tsujihara
Vernon Yamamoto

Club Presidents
Dale Shimaura, BWA
Aki Kakazu, Club Asoka
First
cherry
blossom @
WHM

Hawaii’s 6th Annual 5K Road Relay Race

“Honolulu Rainbow Ekiden”
at Kapiolani Park
WHM has 2 teams of 3 runners each and is now looking for walkers to join the
WHM Walking Team. We will be running/walking along a scenic route
surrounded by the natural beauty of our island as we strive to reach the finish
line.

Sign up
at WHM
Temple
Office
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WHM
Keirokai and New Year Party

Wahiawa Hongwanji Mission
Embrace Change: Harmony
(Accept Differences)

PRESIDENT:

Rod Moriyama

MINISTER:

Reverend Kojun Hashimoto

Vice Presidents:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Address:

Date:
Time:
Where:

Dale Shimaura
Carolyn Uchiyama
Karen Pang
Amy Kanemaru
Alan Kakazu

We will be celebrating those who turned
75-years and 85-years in 2017. Please help
us locate all temple members born in the
years 1942 and 1932.
Sign-up sheet is in the office. Deadline to
sign up and pay is 12 noon on
Wednesday, Feb. 7, 2018.

1067 California Ave
Wahiawa, HI 96786

Office Hours: 8:00a-12:00p
Phone:

Sunday, Feb. 18, 2018
11:00am
Social Hall

Cost: $15

(No charge for Keirosha
and new temple members who joined in
Feb 2017 through Feb 2018).

808.622.4320

Email:
office@wahiawahongwanji.org
Website:
wahiawashinbuddhists.org
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/WahiawaHongwanji

Oahu Hongwanji Council

Sangha Day 2018

“I am a Link . . .”
Sunday, March 4, 2018
8:30am-1:00pm
Wahiawa Hongwanji Mission

for

BWA Members

LUNCH and ACTIVITY Sign up
in WHM office
by Feb 11.

õ No meeting in February 2018.

As a service project, bring canned food, school supplies,
gently used clothing and/or toiletries to donate to ALEA
Bridge.
Please support Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii’s Green
Hongwanji Initiative by bringing your own water bottle/flask
to this event.

õ Sign up at temple office for the
BWA NY Party coming up on
March 10, 2018.
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DHARMA LIGHT Buddhist Studies Program

!Saturdays!at!9:30.11am,!March!3,17,24,31!2018!!
!!!!!!at!the!Wahiawa!Hongwanji!Mission!

The$ABC’s$of$Buddhism:$Universal$Teachings$
Instructors:!!Dexter!Mar,!Rev.!Kojun!Hashimoto,!Roy!Higa,!and!Rod!Moriyama!
What%is%Buddhism?%%Learn%the%terminology,%concepts,%and%history%of%
“original”% Buddhism% and% understand% the% common% source% of% all%
Buddhist%paths%and%the%connection%to%the%Jodo%Shinshu%path.%
%
Designed%for%those%new%to%Buddhism,%this%course%covers%the%fundamental%
aspects%of%Buddhism.%Through%the%study%of%its%foundational%elements—
teachings,%rituals,%and%stories—this%course%introduces%the%various%beliefs%and%
practices%of%one%of%the%world’s%major%religions.%Portions%of%the%PBS%documentary,%
“The%Buddha”,%will%be%used%to%enhance%understanding.%%%

Course!Learning!Opportunities!!%
By%the%end%of%the%course%we%will%have%had%the%opportunity%to:%%%%%
•%Comprehend%the%historical%context%for%and%development%of%the%Buddhist%tradition.%%%%%%
•%Examine%the%basic%beliefs%and%practices%of%Buddhism.%%%%%%
•%Develop%an%understanding%and%appreciation%for%the%unity%and%diversity%of%the%various%paths%in%%
Buddhism.%%%%%

Class!Pre.requisites!!
None.%%Bring%your%questions%for%informal%discussion.%

About!the!instructors:!%
Dexter!Mar:!!Minister%Lay%Assistant%and%Buddhist%Study%Center%Program%Chair.%
Rev.!Kojun!Hashimoto:%Resident%Minister%of%Wahiawa%Hongwanji%Mission,%a%Shin%Buddhist%Temple%
Roy!Higa:!!Lay%member%
Rod!Moriyama:!!Lay%member!
!
%

%

WHEN:%%
WHERE:%%
COST:%%

%

%

%

%

%

%

%

%

%

%%%%

%%%%%%%%%%%%

Saturdays%at%9:30U11%am,%March%3,%17,%24,%31%(no%class%on%March%10)%
Wahiawa%Hongwanji%Mission,%1067%California%Avenue,%Wahiawa,%HI%%96786%
$20%per%person,%due!at!1st!class%in%cash%or%preferably%by%check%made%out%the%"HHMH".%%
(Tuition%assistance%and%scholarships%are%available.)%
PRE.REGISTRATION:%
Sign%up%at%the%Temple%Office%and%pay%at%first%class.%
Or%call%the%Buddhist%Study%Center%(808)%973U6555%to%preUregister.%%
QUESTIONS:%%Contact%Roy%Higa%at%rhiga68@gmail.com,%(808)%218U1276%
%%

First ever Joint Conference being put on by HHMH, September 1-3, 2018
During the three-day conference the Lay Convention, BWA Conference and special meetings for
Dharma Educators, Jr YBA, Minister’s Spouses and the BWA Federation Board will be held.
Keynote speaker will be Attorney General Doug Chin followed by a dialogue on the keynote address
with Bishop Eric Matsumoto and AG Chin. There will be approximately 18 workshops offered, a
Dharma Centered Leadership talk by Pieper Toyama, tour of PBA new classrooms and a host of
other activities planned.
Early Registration by January 20, 2018 is $260. Late registration by July 20, 2018 is $280.
Registration cost includes 3 breakfasts, 2 lunches, Sunday night banquet, program booklet, meeting
material and workshops.
Detailed information and Registration Forms can be picked up at the temple office (M-F, 8a-12p).
Call 392-3253 for any questions.
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2017 at a Glance

Rod Moriyama presented with
certificate for completion of Lay
Minister training program.
Another enjoyable visit to WHM by
Pieper and Lois Toyama

Mr. Josh Hernandez-Morse, Headmaster
of PBA and the Hashimotos

Eitaikyo Service Speaker,
Rev. Jan Youth, Ret.

Calligraphy Class

Obon 2017

One of our more senior members, Mrs
Masako Nishimura, 98 yrs. old.
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Yoga Sensei, Karen Hirai

Acknowledgements

Social Concerns (cont’d)
Meryle Lee
Yoshimi & Janet Matsunaga
Tsugio Miyahara
Kiyoko Miyashiro
Ethel Nakagawa
Lily Nakamura
Jean Nishikawa
Chikako Nishimura
Iwao Sato
James Shimokusu
Louise Stevens
Mary Tanaka
Isamu Tatsuguchi
Sumiko Yaji
Ethel Yamamoto

Capital Campaign
Terry Jean Arakaki
Judith Kakazu
Katherine Matsuda
Wilfred Watanabe

Columbarium
Charles Akagawa
Gail Ishihara
Henry Shinohara IMO Jean Shinohara
Linda Yoshikami IMO Kelly Yoshikami

Eitaikyo Perpetual
Family of Kazuo & Mrs. Hatsue Yanagida
IMO Kazuo & Hatsue Yanagida

Gojikai
Amy Townsend
Roseline Yano

Temple Donation
Family of The Late Patrick Yoshikatsu Kaya
IMO Patrick Yoshikatsu Kaya
Myron Tanaka IMO Mieko Tanaka
Janet Iwahori IMO Douglas Chikato Iwahori
Dayle Kurokawa IMO Mamoru & Kevin Sawai
Jackie Nakamura IMO Dick Mitsuo Sasaki
Jane Nakayama IMO George Nakayama
Tanya Oshiro IMO Helen Munetake
Earl Wakamura IMO Eleanor Tom Sun
Sumako Sawai IMO Mr. Kevin Sawai
Sumako Sawai IMO Mr. Mamoru Sawai
Alan Y. and Joyce M. Tomita
Neal Tomita

3rd Annual Pet Memorial Service
on
Sunday, February 25, 2018
at 9:00am

Anyone who has experienced a lost pet is
invited to bring a picture or urn to be placed
on the altar in order that we may honor and
celebrate the life of your departed pet/s. Or
just come for the service.

Social Concerns
Amy Abe
Andy Abe
Wallace Abe
Beatrice Adaniya
Elaine Fukuda
Roy Higa
Mieko Hisamoto
June Ibara
Yoshio Isobe
Judith Kakazu
Helen Kanbara
Richard Kawamoto
Yukio Kitagawa
Edna Kondo

Past services have been well attended even by
non-members. We will again open this service
up to the community in the event there may be
others wishing to remember their lost pets.
Help us spread the word to reach as many pet
owners as possible. Service will start at
9:00am. Those with items for the altar should
arrive a little earlier to give us time to set up.
Any questions, please call 392.3253.
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