Wahiawa Hongwanji Mission

March/April 2020

WHM NEWSLETTER
Address: 1067 California Avenue, Wahiawa HI 967876

Email: office@wahiawahongwanji.org

Office hours: By appointment ❀ Phone: 808.622.4320

Website: wahiawashinbuddhist.org

Gomonshu’s Message

passed since the Japanese emigrated
overseas, and the lifestyle of their
descendants, as well as the world
situation have changed greatly. In
accordance with these changes, quite a
few people who are not of ethnically
Japanese origin have also come to
appreciate the teaching clarified by
Shinran Shonin, and attend our overseas
temples.
What caused this is nothing but the
universality of the Jodo Shinshu teaching
that transcends time and space. In other words,
Amida Buddha’s compassion equally reaches and
nondiscriminatively embraces everyone in the midst
of all sorts of pain and agony.
In this year, let us continue to listen to the
Dharma, considering it is directed to each one of us,
and keep moving forward to share it with many
other people as possible.

New Year’s Greeting
Happy New Year, everyone! At
the beginning of this New Year, I
would like to extend my best regards
to you all.
Last year again, following the
year before, Japan, as well as many
other countries in the world, was
struck with multiple natural disasters. I
would like to convey my deepest
condolences to those who lost their lives through
those disasters and express my sympathy to everyone
affected. In addition, we must never forget that armed
conflicts and terror attacks as well as severe
starvation is making it difficult to live, and lives are
being lost every day.
Last September I had an opportunity to make an
official visit to the temples of the Buddhist Churches
of America as Monshu for the first time. This allowed
me to complete the first round of visitations to all of
January 1, 2020
the overseas districts which include Canada, Hawaii,
OHTANI Kojun
South America, and the US mainland.
Monshu
Although every temple and district has its own
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha
history and background, many of the overseas Jodo
❀. ❀. ❀. ❀. ❀
Shinshu temples were established and have been
cherished by the Japanese immigrants and their
descendants. Reflecting on how sincerely our
predecessors entrusted themselves to the Buddha
Sakura tree at
Dharma and how importantly they thought of their
WHM
temples while facing many difficulties such as World
War II, I cannot help but feel grateful and even awe
for their tremendous efforts as well as many other
wondrous circumstances that have allowed the Jodo
Shinshu teaching to be handed down to us today.
However, a considerable amount of time has
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Bishop’s Message
“NAMO AMIDA BUTSU AND
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
At the start of the New Year, let
me begin by expressing my deepest
appreciation and gratitude to the
entire Sangha and Friends of Honpa Hongwanji
Mission of Hawaii who have supported our
Organization for over 130 years in Hawaii. It is
because of Amida Buddha’s Great Wisdom and
Compassion, the guidance received from the
Revered Masters and Teachers like Shinran Shonin
who shared the Teachings and the Sangha that we
have been able to come this far. Thank you to one
and all!
Deeply reflecting, I have noticed that we
speak a lot about the Buddha and the Dharma, but
we seldom speak about the Sangha. However, the
Sangha is also essential. Thus, out of this
awareness, our next 5 Year Theme and Slogans
will focus on the Sangha. Of course, the Sangha
(which is you and I) which tries to live the Dharma
as shared by the Buddha. There is no doubt that the
thoughts, words and actions of every individual is
very important and makes a difference.
Let us receive guidance from “The Teaching
of Buddha” in which it shares about clergy that
“Those who wish to teach the Buddha’s teachings
acceptably must be concerned about four things:
first, they must be concerned about their own
behavior; second, they must be concerned about
their choice of words when they approach and
teach people; third, they must be concerned about
their motive for teaching and the end they wish to
accomplish; and fourth, they must be concerned
about great compassion.” Further it shares “Lay
followers should not only believe in the Three
Treasures…by themselves, but also they should,
as far as they are able, help others…to awaken in
them an unshakable faith in the Buddha, the
Dharma and the Sangha, so that they, too, may
share in Buddha’s compassion.” Let us, the
Sangha, clergy and lay, jointly together share our
awareness, joy and gratitude for Buddha-Dharma.
In Jodo Shinshu Teachings, Shinran Shonin
shared that when we (regardless of whether we are

clergy or lay) realize true mind (shinjin), we unfailing
gain ten benefits in the present life. I would like to
mention three of the ten: the benefit having great joy
in our hearts, the benefit of being aware of Amida’s
benevolence and of responding in gratitude to his
virtue, and the benefit of constantly practicing great
compassion.” In regards to “practicing great
compassion,” Shinran Shonin quotes a sutra “What is
“great compassion?” Those who continue solely in
the nembutsu without any interruption will thereby
be born without fail in the land of happiness at the
end of life. If these people encourage each other and
bring others to say the Name, they are all called
“people who practice great compassion.”
Further, let us keep in mind the thoughts of our
3rd Spiritual Leader Kakunyo Shonin who said,
“(Our) Prosperity is dependent on the quality and
depth of the Shinjin of our Followers.” Rennyo
Shonin, our 8th Spiritual Leader, further shared,
“…be careful not to let the mind run its course
unbridled…be sure to control it. It is wrong to allow
the mind to take its course unchecked. We are
enabled to control the (our) mind due to the OtherPower.” Finally, our 25th Spiritual Leader, His
Eminence Gomonshu Kojun Ohtani shares “By
listening to the Primal Vow and how it was
established by Amida Tathagata, we are enabled to
become conscious of our own ignorance and selforiented inclinations, and through such awareness,
we naturally become gentle in word and deed in our
efforts of minimizing our egoistic way of thinking.”
“Even though our efforts may pale in comparison to
the Buddha's Compassion, we are at least guided in
the proper direction by the Buddha Dharma.”
As I have been emphasizing the life of Shin
Buddhist is one of responding in gratitude to the
Wisdom and Compassion of Namo Amida Butsu by
reciting the Nembutsu and we try to live our life
guided by the Dharma in grateful response until our
life culminates (at death) with our entering the Pure
Land of Perfect Peace and Happiness to attain Perfect
Peace of Enlightenment. May the New Year be truly
prosperous in the truest sense of the word. Happy
New Year!
In Gassho/Anjali,
Eric Matsumoto, Bishop
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President’s Message
Building Healthy Sanghas:
Embracing Generosity and
Openness
Note: This message appears as part of
the introduction to the Honpa
Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii’s 2020 calendar. When
you receive your calendar, please reflect on the three
suggested actions below.

Every year, over many weeks, five individuals
gather to discuss, ponder, select, write, and review.
And the result of their efforts is the Hawaii
Kyodan Calendar that will be distributed soon.
Alan Kubota, Stephan Doi, Yumi Suzuki, Rev.
Kazunori Takahashi, and Bishop Eric Matsumoto
toiled mightily to bring us this calendar out of a
personal commitment to inspire us. This year they
committed their best efforts, using the theme
Building Healthy Sanghas and the slogan,
Embracing Generosity and Openness, to carefully
select photographs and words that move us to
action. But in works such as this, the challenge is
to transform inspiring photographs and lofty words
into real and everyday actions that touch others. If
we fail to take on this challenge, the theme and
slogan and the hard work of these five individuals
easily vanish from our hearts and minds even as
we turn the pages of the calendar. Then the
commitment of these five good people who gave
us this calendar will hold no power. Let us not
allow this to happen. I suggest that we all consider
the following as each month unfolds.

moments of our lives into action. And here I
think of simple actions as a hearty, “Good
morning,” a smile full of warmth, and a gentle
touch of reassurance.
3. And in the moments when we have transformed
the lofty phrases of our theme and slogan into
tiny, real and true actions, let the sound of Namo
Amida Butsu flow through us.
If we take the time and commit ourselves to
perform these three acts, the pages of the calendar
will breathe Namo Amida Butsu into our lives. Our
sanghas will grow healthy because threads of
generosity and openness will begin to bind one
member to another. And we will have made the
commitment of Alan Kubota, Stephan Doi, Yumi
Suzuki, Rev. Kazunori Takahashi, and Bishop Eric
Matsumoto real and true.
Namo Amida Butsu
Pieper J. Toyama, President

Kano in Kyoto
just after
receiving her
“Tokudo”

1. When we turn each page to a new month, let us
take the time to really look at the picture, every
object, every person. Let us see the act of
generosity or the act of acceptance and
openness embedded in the picture. Let us see
the reflected warmth and joy of the sangha in
the photograph.
2. Then in the days that follow, let us use the
picture of the month to inspire us to be
generous and open and joyful with others. Let
us transform opportunities in the fleeting

Back home in Hawaii at WHM
with very proud parents, Rev.
Kojun and Takako Hashimoto.

Kano’s first
assignment after
earning her Tokudo
was Dharma
speaker at WHM
Sunday Service on
Feb 23, 2020.
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Reverend’s Message
ENTRUST
I would like to share a story which
Rev. Kenneth Kenshin Tanaka shared a
long time ago. His message was
“Negaini ikiru.” It means, “We are
living in Amida’s wish.” He talked about Amida
Buddha’s wish in our daily lives.
The story is of a woman who nearly drowned. One day
the woman was enjoying cruising in a sailboat.
Suddenly there came a strong wind and the boat
overturned. The woman was thrown into the ocean.
She was in a panic! She struggled to swim but was not
a very good swimmer. She could see the shore and
tried to swim toward it but was getting tired. She
thought she would drown.
Just then she heard a voice from the bottom of the
ocean. “Relax. Do not struggle. Relax your body.
Entrust in the ocean.”
She stopped struggling and stopped fighting the
current. She relaxed. Her body started to float. Then
the waves carried her to the shore.
That story points out three things:
1. We do not know when things will happen
to us.
2. Do not panic; think of possible ways to
solve the problem.
3. Entrust to the other power.
Life is not easy. That cannot be helped. But there is a
right way to whatever we have happening to us. We
should try our best to resolve problems but not worry if
we cannot find the right answer. Amida Buddha
embraces us at all times. We should not struggle but
relax and entrust in Amida Buddha. Amida Buddha
will surely lead us the right way. It is like the woman
who almost drowned but entrusted herself to the ocean
that allowed the waves to carry her to shore.
Entrust in Amida Buddha. This is one of the most
important things as Jodo Shinshu Buddhist.
In gassho,

President’s Report January/February 2020
January and February were busy months
opening the New Year and closing the old
one.
January was spent getting ready for the Giseikai (Legislative
Session) in early February. This meant a number of
meetings to educate the delegates on what would happen at
the session.
Giseikai 2020 was tremendously successful as delegates
approved all proposals in one day! The State Budget has
kept our assessments level, but with the overall decrease in
membership throughout the state, the per family assessment
is still $198. Our Rules and Regulations for the Giseikai
were updated and modernized for the first time since 1961,
and the transition period for a new Bishop was extended
from the end of February to July 1st. The new 5-year theme
for Honpa Hongwanji of Hawaii is: “Nurturing the Sangha.”
Examples of successful programs throughout the state were
showcased and finally, Dr. Warren Tamamoto from Aiea
Hongwanji was elected President of the Honpa Hongwanji
Mission of Hawaii for the next two years.
In his closing remarks, Pieper Toyama, past HHMH
President, acknowledged all the effort that went into making
things happen in the six years of his tenure. Despite all of
this, the reality is that our membership has continued the
downward trend. He accepted the reality that “there is no
silver bullet to solve this issue.” He used the metaphor of
the sun rising and setting to describe this reality and urged
everyone to continue the focus for a new day. The next
generation will play an important role.
We also had our first WHM Board Meeting for 2020. We
welcomed new board members: Vivian Maruyama, Jackie
Nakamura, and Bridget Sawai. With their extensive
background in their careers in Public Health Nursing,
Teaching, and Commercial Real Estate, we look forward to
their new creative ideas for the temple.
Our Hoonko Service on Jan 26 featured guest minister,
Reverend Hiromi Kawaji, who also recently spoke on
K-ZOO on December 7.

Rev. Kojun Hashimoto
Cont’d on next page
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Cont’d from previous page
The sakura blossoms opened just in time for the Sakura
Matsuri as the weather became very cool for two weeks.
Pet Memorial Service was held on February 9 and we
were especially joyful to also have our guests participating
in the service.
We also had our Keirokai and New Year’s Party on Feb
23, which honored Keirosha: Diane Kawashima, Judy
Sasamura, and Rachel Sato. Our Healthy Sangha Cooking
class was held on Feb 29. Both were great successes!
Thank you for all your participation!

2020 WHM Executive Board
President:

Rod Moriyama

Vice-Presidents:

Karen Pang
Dale Shimaura
Carolyn Uchiyama

Secretary:

Amy Kanemaru

Treasurer:

Alan Kakazu

In gassho,

!
Rod

❀. ❀. ❀. ❀. ❀

Board of Trustees: Charlene Acohido, Brian Fukuhara,
Wendy Fukuhara, Elaine Kawamoto, Brian
Kimura, Barbara Ladao, *Vivian Murayama,
*Jackie Nakamura, *Bridget Sawai, and Jack
Tsujihjara
*New Board Member
Immediate Past President: Glenn Hamamura
Beautiful table centerpieces at
the Keirokai & New Year’s Party

❀. ❀. ❀. ❀. ❀
Blue Zone Healthy Cooking Demo on Casava
Feb 29, 2020
Left: A few words from Rod Moriyama following his
installation as President of the Wahiawa Hongwanji
Mission for 2020.
Right: Doris Matsuoka is recognized for her near
perfect attendance for 2019 Sunday Service.
Congratulatons, Doris!
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For Your Information
BACCALAUREATE SERVICE AND LUNCHEON will be held on May 3, 2020. Service at WHM will begin at
9am followed by lunch at Camillia Restaurant, Stadium Mall. Graduating high school students: Cy
Acohido (LHS), Shoshi Hashimoto (PBA), and Katie Shimaura (MHS) are being honored. Everyone
welcomed. Please call the office at 622.4320 and leave a message for Amy.
ADDRESS CHANGE. WHM will no longer maintain a PO Box at the post office. Please use
the following street address for all your correspondence to the temple: 1067 California
Ave, Wahiawa HI 96786.
THANKS FOR HELPING TO SAVE A LIFE! The Wahiawa Hongwanji held a successful blood drive on

Saturday, 3/14/2020. The total of 21 pints of blood collected will help to save the lives of up to 63
people. But let’s not stop there! Let us continue our support of the Blood Bank of Hawaii and of those
unable to fight for themselves. Mark your calendars for Saturday, Aug. 8, 2020, 8am-12pm, when the
bloodmobile will again be on our campus. Please sign up, and if unable to donate yourself, call your
children, family, friends and neighbors.
PBA’s ANNUAL TAIKO FESTIVAL has been rescheduled for Sunday, May 17, 2020, 4pm-6pm, at the
Pearl City Cultural Center. Questions? Call Rudy at 808-532-2649, ext. 412 or 321-0372. Email:
PacificBuddhistAcademy.org.

CLOTHING DRIVE FUNDRAISER. As you begin your Spring cleaning this year, please keep
in mind that the Wahiawa Hongwanji and Hoala School will be partnering in a Clothing
Drive Fundraiser. We will be collecting gently used clothing for all ages, shoes, outerwear,
beddings/linens, pillows, curtains/drapery, towels, tablecloths, purses, belts, scarves, and
blankets. We are especially interested in those heavy items as we will be paid by weight.
(Sorry, currently not accepting any household items. Maybe for another sale, at a later
date???)
This activity will be on-going until we receive enough bags to fill a room! You may begin
bringing your donations in 30-Gal Hefty Strong Multi-Purpose Trash Bags with Drawstrings,
but call before coming to the office.
CLUB ASOKA continues to collect bottles and cans for recycling. Again, call before coming to the office. Up to 10 bags
were recently taken from right outside the office.
MONTHLY TEMPLE DONATIONS. Thank-you to the many who have begun making monthly temple donations. These
are smaller more manageable payments made each month for Gojikai, Eitaikyo Endownment Fund, or just temple
donations because there was a little extra money at the end of the month, etc.
There are also many who have begun to make “lump sum” donations using one check. In this case, please note how
much and to where monies is to be allocated. Example: $50 check: (1) $25 Eitaikyo Endowment Fund, In Memory of
or For: Mrs. B. Happy, (2) $25-Temple Donation.
EITAIKYO ENDOWMENT FUND We are excited about how active our Eitaikyo Endowment Fund has
been since its inception less than a year ago. Many people, after adding their parents and grandparents
into the program, are now beginning to “pay forward.” In other words, they are beginning to put into
the fund for themselves, for “when their time comes.” No need to depend on the children or hope that
other members of the family might think to add them into the program.
Remember, our goal is to reach $1,000,000.00. When we reach that point, we will begin to use the interest only, never
touching the principle, to help pay for maintenance and upkeep of the temple.
Cont’d on pg 9
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Special Report by Rod Moriyama, President - March 2020
The Corona Virus concerns are upon us and this past Sunday the Board decided to suspend all Sunday services as well
as normal activities at temple property. Yesterday, Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii sent the following notice to all
temples.
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii Headquarters has decided on the following matters effective immediately.
Cancel or postpone the following until after May 15, 2020:
Sunday Services
Memorial Services
Cultural activities
Community organizational gatherings/meetings
Religious education classes (except online classes)
Nursing home visits, including monthly services
HHMH Affiliated organizations meetings/activities such as JYBA, BWA, etc
Continue the following:
Beside/Makuragyo Services
Small (less than 10) End of Life services
Funeral Services:
If possible, postpone until after May 15
If the funeral service cannot be postponed, plan to minimize social contact and maintain social distance to prevent
the spread of COVID-19.
Please continue to maintain communication via telephone (808.622.4320) or email at: office@wahiawahongwanji.org.
Thank you for your continued support and help in maintaining our temple and teachings. The cure for this virus is how
we help and care for each other during this time of crisis. Our practice of Gratitude and Compassion for each other is
the answer to getting through this.
Namo Amida Butsu!
2020 CALENDAR — WAHIAWA HONGWANJI MISSION
March
22
23
27
29
29
April
05
12
19
19
24
26
May
03
03
07
10
17
17
22
23
24
30
31
31

9:00am

Reminder:
Sunday Services &
activities are
cancelled or
postponed through
May 15

Sun
Mon
Fri
Sun
Sun

9:30am
9:00am
11:00am

Sunday Service (cancelled)
Oahu Council 1st Quarter Meeting @WHM (cancelled)
Service at The Plaza at Mililani (cancelled)
Ohigan Service-Guest Speaker: Rev. Makino (cancelled)
BWA NY Party at Shokudo (postponed)

Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun
Fri
Sun

9:00am
9:00am
9:00am
10:00am
9:30am
9:00am

Sunday Service (cancelled)
Sunday Service (cancelled)
Sunday Service (cancelled)
WHM Executive Board Meeting (cancelled)
Service at The Plaza at Mililani (cancelled)
WHM Hanamatsuri Service-Guest Speaker: Rev. Fukagawa, Soto Mission (cancelled)

Sun
Sun
Thu
Sun

9:00am
11:00am

Baccalaureate Service
Baccalaureate Luncheon at Camellia Restaurant, Stadium
PBA Baccalaureate Ceremony
Parent’s Day Breakfast & Service (postponed)

Sun
Sun
Fri
Sat
Sun
Sat
Sun
Sun

9:00am
4:00pm
9:30am

9:00am

9:00am
10:00am
9:00am

Sunday Service
PBA 14th Annual Taiko Festival; Pearl City Cultural Center
Service at The Plaza at Mililani
Oahu District English Seminar-Waipahu; Bishop Tatsuya Aoki, Canada
Gotan-E Service-Guest Speaker: Rev. Thomas Okano
BZ Cooking Demonstration-Ethnic Noodles
No Sunday Service
WHM Mid-Year Cleaning
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June
07
Sun
14
Sun
20
Sat
21
Sun
21
Sun
22
Mon
23
Tue
24
Wed
25
Thu
26
Fri
26
Fri
27
Sat
28
Sun
28
Sun
July
05
Sun
12
Sun
19
Sun
19
Sun
25
Sat
26
Sun
August
02
Sun
08
Sat
09
Sun
16
Sun
16
Sun
21
Fri
September
06
Sun
11
Fri
13
Sun
20
Sun
20
Sun
25
Fri
26
Sat
27
Sun
27
Sun
October
04
Sun
11
Sun
18
Sun
18
Sun
24
Sat
25
Sun
30
Fri
November
01
Sun
08
Sun
11
Wed
13
Fri
15
Sun
15
Sun
22
Sun
December
06
Sun
06
Sun
13
Sun
18
Fri
20
Sun

20
27
31

Sun
Sun
Thu

9:00am
6:00pm

8:00am

No Sunday Service
Sunday Service
Hatsubon Service
No Sunday Service
Chochin
Tents & Lights; Overnight Security begins
Tents & Lights: Tables & Chairs
Tables & Chairs
Decorate Yagura
WHM Obon
State Jr. YBA Convention-Maui
WHM Obon
No Sunday Service
Obon Clean-Up

9:00am
9:00am
9:00am
10:00am
10:00am
9:00am

Sunday Service
Sunday Service
Sunday Service
WHM Board Meeting
BZ Ethnic Side Dishes
Sunday Service

9:00am
8:00am
9:00am
9:00am
10:00am
9:30am

Sunday Service
BWA Blood Drive @ WHM
Obon Service-Guest Speaker: Rev. Koyo Kubose
Sunday Service
WHM Executive Meeting
Service at The Plaza at Mililani

9:00am
8:00am
9:00am
9:00am
10:00am
9:30am

Sunday Service
911 Service
Sunday Service
Ohigan Service
WHM Board Meeting
Service at The Plaza at Mililani
Choralfest 2020 (Betsuin)
Sunday Service
Choralfest 2020 (Betsuin)

9:00am
10:00am
9:00am
9:00am
10:00am
10:00am
9:00am
9:30am
9:00am
9:00am
9:30am
9:00am
10:00am
9:00am
9:00am
9:00am
9:30am
9:00am

10:00am
9:00am
5-7:00pm

The following weekly
activities have been
cancelled through May 15
or until further notice.
Calligraphy
Tai Chi for Health
Yoga
Beg. Jap. Conv Class
Adv. Jap. Conv Class
Kendo
Aikido
Dancersize
Quilt Club

Tsuito-E Service
Sunday Service
Sunday Service
WHM Executive Meeting
BZ Cooking Demonstration-Sushi
Sunday Service
Service at The Plaza at Mililani
Sunday Service
Sunday Service
Veteran’s Day Parade
Service at The Plaza at Mililani
Sunday Service
WHM Board Meeting
Eitaikyo Service-Guest Speaker: Rev. David Nakamoto
No Sunday Service
WHM Yr-End Clean-Up, General Membership Meeting & Lunch
WHM Bodhi Day Service
Service at The Plaza at Mililani
Sunday Service

WHM Executive Board Meeting
‘Appreciation’ Service
New Year’s Eve - Bonsho Ringing
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Cont’d from pg. 6
Happy to report that we are already nearing our first $100,000.00. When reached we just need to do the same thing 9
more times to reach our final target. Please help us to reach our dream of ensuring that this temple our ancestors built
for us remains intact for our children, our grandchildren and beyond, by making whatever small donation you can
every week, every month or every year.
If interested, or if you have any questions about how this program might work for you and your family, please call the
office at 622.4320.
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii 2020 Calendars. We still have a few more Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii
2020 calendars. Call the office to reserve one for yourself.
Due to the Corona Virus concerns the COLUMBARIUM will be closed starting March 22 until further
notice. The OFFICE will also be closed; however, your calls will be taken, and questions answered.

Pet Memorial Service ❀ Feb 9, 2020

Keirokai & New Year’s Party ❀ Feb 23, 2020 ❀ “Tomodachi”

On the altar are urns,
pictures and momentos
of pets celebrated at this
service.

Alan Kakazu, MC,
assisted by Kai.

23-month old Skylar Oshiro
visits with 6-yr old Ollie before
the service.

Congratulations to our
Keirosha—Judy Sasamura,
Rachel Sato & Diane
Kawashima

Delicious “animal” cookies baked for the occasion by Karen
Pang, Vivian Murayama, & Mavis Nakabayashi
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Health is the greatest gift, contentment the greatest wealth, faithfulness the best
relationship.
Buddha

